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Interesting

SIX CRISES by Richard M. Nix-
on. Donbleday. $5.95. .

The former vice president ex-
plores six particularly tough sit-
nations he faced during eight

years in the  Eisenhower adminis-

{ration. - )

Much like the man himself, the
book has an aura of apologism
and half-truth. Many of the state-
ments aye unclear and- some of,
théem have been diseredited since.
the publication of the book.

But, even with those shortcom-4

ings, students of political science
and amateur politicians alike

ixon's Book Offers

Sidelights

This is one of Lhe six “crises”
Nixon discusses.

The others:

The Alger Hiss case .. . which
catapulted Nixon to national fame.
The political fund scandal of 52
. when, Nixon gave his famous
“Checker§” spéech and defended
his politidal furid-raising friends.

Visit to Caracas ... where
crowds stoned and spat upon him.

Eisenhower's théatt attack . . .
when he faced a ghoice of provid-
ing leadership  without usurping
fauthority that ‘wasn’t his.

The Soviet Union tour . . . when
he debateﬂ“\g{i;h Kl(r;}ﬁcglev‘in the

should find Nixon’s book a valu-? Kitchen:

able addition to the library. If for,
no other reason, it relates some.
interesting sidelights to.a contro-
versial political career. .

.The portion that's most defen-
sive is the one that describes the
Cuban crisis and the stand Nixon
took on Castro during the 1960
presidential campaign.

Nixon says he became enraged
at John F. Kennedy only once
during the campaign. That was
when Kennedy called for a strong-
er stand against Cuba and — says

Nixon — put him in a corner.
Kennedy, claims Nixon, was

vriefed by the C.I.A_ and olher:

agencies on th ending and’

‘uitimately ill-fated invasion of

Cuba.
Nixon declares that he himself

.was the strongest advocate of a

get tough with Cuba stand in the
Kisenhower administration, but
complains that Kennedy stole his
thunder and was unethical in

-pumping for same.. Subsequently,

wfficials in authority in the Cuban

fiasco have denied that J.F.K. |
was given the inside facts in the |

dend.
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;| already ki ;
‘fon's crises but the book’s saving
faclor is that it prdvides some

The avérgge; newspaper reader
ws nuch about Nix-

juicy tidbits in the sidelights.

In the political arena, Nixon
decries Nelson Rockefeller’s refus-
al to take second 'place on the
G.0.P. ticket in 1960, He also raps
the Republican Convention for
not “facing reality” and *“consid-
ering the need for greater tactical
accommodation.” B

He also goes into such things
as the reason he looked haggard
during the first TV debate with
Kennedy while the Democratic ap-
peared young and vigorous. Boil-
ed down, it appears Kennedy has
a better television., ‘‘color” than
does Nikon, o

Strangely, Nixon doesn't dwell
long enotigh on the Hiss Case (one
area thaf hasn’t been sufficiently
exploret] recently) or the embar-
rassing’ Caracas visit. In all his
controverstal career, these appear
{0 .be’ the encounters where he
showed his belter side.

Over-all, T found it difficult to
icrase the image of Nixon as the
"apologist; never the bold, aggres-
sive statesman as he evidently
 pictures himself.

l However, there are many things
o pe admired in the book and the’

'preatest of these is the insight he
‘mives into the constant pressures
{that confront all national political
%ﬁgures.

—FErnest Thompson




